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We often use umbrellas when it is raining. But a long time ago, umbrellas were not ®(use) for
rain. In ancient Egypt, only powerful people used umbrellas to block the strong light of the sun.
Their umbrellas were different from ours. At that time umbrellas were always open. @In the 13th

century, people in Europe made a new kind of umbrella. Then, people could open and close the

umbrella.

In the 18th century, women in Europe started to use umbrellas in the rain, ( 3@ ) men didn’t. Men
used caps or hats on a rainy day. Later, a man in London began to use an umbrella in the rain. At
that time only women were using umbrellas while it was raining, so people thought that @the man
was strange. About 30 years later, other men began to use umbrellas in the rain like him.

Today there are many kinds of umbrellas, ( & ) many people buy plastic umbrellas in Japan.
They sell well because they are cheap. People buy about 130 million umbrellas in Japan every year.
But many umbrellas are left on buses, on trains and in some other places.  That is a problem.  For

example, about 380,000 umbrellas were left in Tokyo in 2010, but only about 2,000 people came to

get them. So, we can say that umbrellas are popular but we have to be ( ) when we use them.

(71) ancient Egypt : %7+ powerful : #/1DH%  block : ~% 32 &5
13th century : 13 %!  Europe: 3—nm v /% sellwell : X <5815  cheap: &V
130 million : 1 £ 3,000 /3
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In the 13th century, a new kind of umbrella by people in Europe.
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77 Because only men used umbrellas in the rain.

1 Because men didn’t use caps or hats in the rain.

7 Because only women used umbrellas in the rain.

I

Because women used caps or hats in the rain. [ ]
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1. “When did women in Europe start to use umbrellas in the rain?”

“In the century.”

2. “Why do many people in Japan buy plastic umbrellas?”

»

“Because they are
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A long time ago, ( A ) were used to block the light of the sun in Egypt. The umbrellas could not
be closed. People in Europe made a new kind of umbrella in the 13th century. From then, people could
(B ) and close their umbrellas.

In Europe in the 18th century, women began to use umbrellas in the ( C ). At that time men used
caps or hats in the rain, so they didn’t use umbrellas. Later, men started to use umbrellas in the rain,
too.

Today a lot of umbrellas are sold in Japan, but many of them are ( D ) on buses, on trains, and so
on. Few people came to get them. So, we should use umbrellas with care.
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